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Get inspired 

Experience the city 
in a different way

Get creative



About the eBook
Discovering Melbourne’s Creative Urbanism is your 

passport to enter the nation’s second largest city and 

not coincidentally its artistic hub. You will be taken to 3 

most creative areas of the city: CBD and Inner North, 

Southbank and Arts Precinct, and Docklands. 

See how artists, business owners and musicians have 

shaped Melbourne's iconic laneways in the street art 

capital of Australia. Experience public art, outdoor 

performances, art installations, festivals, new green 

areas. All of this is invested in, and celebrated in 

Melbourne, and you can be a part of it today.

This eBook is a result of inspiration and co-operation with Tim Blight of 

Urbanduniya ,That'smelbourne and Getting Images.
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http://urbanduniya.com/
http://www.thatsmelbourne.com.au/
http://www.gettyimages.com/
http://urbanduniya.com/


Find here
● Photos and suggestions to create a creative trip in 

Melbourne

● Academic papers and articles on Creative Urbanism in 

Melbourne

● Sample itineraries to the main Creative Urbanism areas in 

Melbourne with a list of creative reading about certain spots

● Easy-to-use maps

● Useful links with directions to different creative spots in the 

city (including cafes, art galleries, restaurants)
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Basic info

Currency: Australian dollar 
($)
Language: English
Money: ATMs can be find 
everywhere across the city
Time: Australian Eastern 
Standard Time 
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Get your map ready

Carlton map Climate map East Melbourne Fitzroy Geelong Lorne Melbourne Greater Melbourne 

Central Phillip Island Queenscliff South Yarra

Click below where you want to 
go and we will guide you with a 

map
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http://media.lonelyplanet.com/ebookmaps/Accessible-Melbourne/carlton.pdf
http://media.lonelyplanet.com/ebookmaps/Accessible-Melbourne/climate.pdf
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Things to know...
Creative Urbanism in Australia is undoubtedly rooted in Melbourne, the nation’s second 
largest city and not coincidentally its artistic hub. Efforts to reshape Melbourne as a 
modern metropolis have taken significant and often unorthodox forms involving both 
urban development, community and aesthetics as was warranted by the unexpected 
growth of the southern capital.

Melbourne’s superseding by Sydney as Australia’s premier city in the postwar years was 
based on several factors, including the increase of international trade to Sydney, and the 
crisis of identity suffered by Australia’s “cultural capital” (O’Hanlon 2009). 

The urban decay of Melbourne was exacerbated by local and global financial crises, 
coupled with a lack of infrastructure and cultural investment (O’Hanlon 2009). Decades of 
mismanagement had resulted in a city which was depressed both culturally and 
demographically.
O’Hanlon, S. The Events City: Sport, Culture, and the Transformation of Inner Melbourne, 1977 – 2006 in Urban History Review, Vol. 37, No. 2, 
2009.
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Efforts to reinvigorate Melbourne were based on liberal financial policies, but were closely linked to 
the repositioning of Melbourne as Australia’s cultural capital. In order to create an identity for a city 
facing an existential crisis, creative measures such as investment in the arts, along with the 
development of a hitherto unknown “laneway culture”, moulded a revitalized urban planning 
strategy (Adams 2005).

In order to attract the required investment and recognition as a social centre, the radically liberal 
government of the 1990s set about establishing cultural events in the city, and redeveloping cultural 
venues such as museums, galleries and entertainment precincts (O’Hanlon 2005). Although derided 
by some as expensive and wasteful, Melbourne’s regular naming as one the world’s “most liveable 
cities” can be largely attributed to these policies (Mansanauskas 2013). This creative investment, at 
the time undoubtedly unique in Australian if not global urban history, constitutes an example of 
creative urbanism for its daring to sacrifice financial advice for the sake of community and urban 
development. The revitalization of Melbourne’s laneways can be linked to a government policy 
known as Postcode 3000 which converted disused offices and warehouses into residential space, 
thereby attracting residents from outer suburbs to live in the Central Business District (CBD) (Adams 
2005).

Adams, R. Melbourne: Back From The Edge in City Edge: Case Studies in Contemporary Urbanism. Architectural Press, Oxford, 2005.

Mansanauskas, J. Melbourne counts its blessings as world’s most liveable city in Herald Sun, Melbourne, 30th August 2013. 8



The policy was adopted in response to a demand for inner city living, but also 

with the intention of creatively building new communities in previously 

commercial-zoned areas (Adams 2005). Not only successful in this respect, 

Postcode 3000 also saw the explosion of an existing underground arts scene in 

the laneways, thereby providing more social capital on which to promote 

growth (O’Hanlon 2009). This also meshed perfectly with the overall 

development of Melbourne as a centre for art and culture. While rezoning of 

city blocks is not unique to Melbourne, the redefining of ‘community’ with 

secondary effects such as the nurturing of community street art projects, the 

equal importance of form and function in development, and the vision for a 

revitalized identity as an artistic hub, undoubtedly represent a successful 

example creative urbanism.
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CBD and Inner North

Southbank and Arts 
Precinct 

 Docklands
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#1 CBD and Inner North
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Reading 
Recommendations 
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Bridge, Gary, Tim Butler, and Loretta 
Lees, eds. Mixed communities: 
gentrification by stealth?. Policy 
Press, 2012.

It interrogates the 
controversial urban policy 
of socially mixed 
neighbourhoods in Inner 
North 

Berry, Mike. "Melbourne—Is 
there Life after Florida? 
1." Urban Policy and 
Research 23.4 (2005): 381-392.



Recent projects and debates 
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Street art locations
To see some of the city's best street art 

locations, head to:

● Hosier and Rutledge Lane, opposite 

Federation Square

● Caledonian Lane, off Little Bourke Street

● Union Lane, off Bourke Street Mall

● Rear of 280 Queen Street in Finlay 

Avenue

● 21 Degraves Street

● Cnr Flinders Lane and Cocker Alley 

● 122 Palmerston Street, Carlton

● Centre Place, between Collins Street and 

Flinders Lane

Gibson, Lisanne, and John 
R. Pendlebury, eds. Valuing 
historic environments. 
Ashgate Publishing, Ltd., 
2009.
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Baird, Margaret. "POSTCODE 
3000: Promoting residential 
development in Melbourne's 

CBD." Australian Planner 31.3 
(1994): 153-158.



Coffee culture and the Italian 
Model
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Jolliffe, Lee, ed. Coffee 
culture, destinations 
and tourism. Vol. 24. 
Channel View 
Publications, 2010.

Best coffee in Melbourne

Assembly Store
60 Pelham Street, Carlton

Brother Baba Budan
359 Little Bourke Street

Casa & Bottega
Ground 64 Sutton Street, North 

http://www.thatsmelbourne.com.au/Shopping/FoodandWine/TeaandCoffee/Pages/8419.aspx
http://www.thatsmelbourne.com.au/Shopping/FoodandWine/TeaandCoffee/Pages/8419.aspx
http://www.thatsmelbourne.com.au/Shopping/FoodandWine/TeaandCoffee/Pages/3254.aspx
http://www.thatsmelbourne.com.au/Shopping/FoodandWine/TeaandCoffee/Pages/3254.aspx
http://www.thatsmelbourne.com.au/Shopping/HomeandFurniture/Homewares/Pages/9889.aspx
http://www.thatsmelbourne.com.au/Shopping/HomeandFurniture/Homewares/Pages/9889.aspx


Why go there
Melbourne's city centre and 
Inner North is the city at its 
creative best. See how 
artists, business owners, 
musicians, and a plethora of 
cultures from Italian and 
Greek to Chinese and 
underground grunge have 
shaped Melbourne's iconic 
laneways in the street art 
capital of Australia!
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See and do
● Flinders Street Station

● Chinatown

● The Greek Precinct

● The Lygon Street Italian 

Precinct

● Federation Square

● Melbourne Central
17



Flinders Street Railway Station 

Location
207-361 Flinders Street

Melbourne VIC 3000

Contact details
Phone: 9610 7476

ptv.vic.gov.au

Opening hours
* For information related to train arrival and departure times, 

access, timetables, platforms, fares and tickets, phone Metlink 

on 131 638

How to get there
Public Transport Victoria

Flinders Street Station is Australia’s most creative spot and 

oldest train station. Its massive and impressive architecture 

will take your breath away. The yellow facade together with 

green copper dome make it one of the most extraordinary 

building in the world. Getting here and exploring it is a real 

must. You can find a library, gym and a lecture hall on upper 

floors. 18

http://ptv.vic.gov.au/
http://ptv.vic.gov.au/
http://ptv.vic.gov.au/
http://ptv.vic.gov.au/
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China Town 
China isn’t the only place to go to get a whiff of the 

traditional Chinese culture. 

Experience the Chinese New Year and a far more 

accessible community in Melbourne’s Chinatown.

You could spend hours wandering through Melbourne’s 

Chinatown. It covers the entire area between Spring Street 

and Swanston Street on Little Bourke Street.

Seeing as the prices in Chinatown are lower than the 

average price outside of it, you’d have to actively try not to 

get a taste of the culture in the bars and restaurants that 

litter the area. 

Come to Little Bourke Street, get your rice on!

     Best budget restaurants

● ShanDong MaMa, MidCity Arcade, ground 

floor 200 Bourke Street, 9650 3818

● Kaneda, MidCity Arcade, ground floor 200 

Bourke Street, 9663 8802

● Dainty Sichuan, level 2, 206 Bourke Street, 

9650 2188

● Jalan Alor, ground floor, 206 Bourke 

Street, 9663 1138

20



21



The Greek Precinct
If you’re looking for an area that’s bustling 
with life throughout the day, Melbourne’s 
Greek precinct is the answer.
 
You can find the precinct on Russell and 
Lonsdale street, walking distance from the 
Flinders Street station.
 
This place is chock-full of Greek bars and 
restaurants. So whether you’re looking to 
have to indulge in some traditional Greek 
delicacies or just simply looking for a place to 
while away the hours Melbourne’s Greek 
precinct is the place for you. 
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The Lygon Street Italian Precinct

With its old style of buildings it’ll almost 

make you feel like you’re back in the old 

country. Welcome to the Italian precinct 

on Lygon street. 

During the day there is too much ice cream 

and cake to go around during the night a 

mixture of busy bars and exquisite 

outdoor dining opportunities arise.

Lygon Street Fiesta

Every year Italo-Australians compete to see who can make 

the best Cannoli, espresso and pizza. You haven’t lived till 

you’ve tried one of these treats. More information about the 

festival itself can be found at the following adres: http://www.

carltonitalianfesta.org.au

24

http://www.carltonitalianfesta.org.au/
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Federation Square
With its distinct architectural design it’s hard to walk 
past the Federation Square in Melbourne. It consists 
of tiles comprised of metal, stone and glass, lain out 
in geometrical patterns.
It’s a nice and open square, great for hanging out as a 
couple or with the family.
 
The square is home to a number of attractions, 
among them the Melbourne visitor centre and NGV 
Australia's Ian Potter Centre, SBS and ACMI

The square is also home to a lot of events. From 
football matches such as the AFL grand Finale to 
tennis matches of the Australian Open.
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Melbourne Central and Coop's Shot Tower
In Melbourne Central you can find a lot of different shops and 
dining possibilities. It offers over 250 retailers on 5 levels. Here you 
can find both Australian and international brands, from Gorman 
to Vans.

Feeling down? Get your dopamine levels racing at Cupcake Central. 
Get rid of the unavoidable post sugar binge depression in one of 
the beauty parlors or the Self Centred Medi Spa. After dark you 
can enjoy the graffiti arts of DABS and MYLA on Knox Lane, or get 
hooked to the silver screen in one of the movie theaters.

The centre is also home to a few architectural feats. Take the 
Marionette Watch for example, every hour it plays Waltzing 
Matilda, Australia’s national folk song.

Are you with kids? Get them in a reading mood for the Little 
Library free book exchange. A great way to not only acquire new 
books and read new types of books but also meeting new people.

Coop’s Shot Tower is a shot tower located in the heart of CBD. 
Completed in 1888, it is 50 metres high.

The Melbourne Central Shopping Mall wanted to expand, but the 
'Shot Tower' was a heritage building standing in the way. The 
solution was to build the centre around the shot tower, and build 
a huge glass cone to accommodate the tower. Now, the tower and 
heritage building is completely freestanding within the shopping 
centre, and has been converted to a free museum. The glass cone, 
and the shot tower reaching up inside it is quite iconic in 
Melbourne.

Location
183-265 La Trobe Street

Melbourne VIC 3000

Opening hours
Monday - Friday 9:00/10:00 - 19:00

How to get there

Melbourne Central is easily accessed via the city 

loop station beneath it, or the many trams in 

Swanston Street. It is also on the free city circle 

tram route. There are also over 800 car parking 

spaces available. Public Transport Victoria
27

http://ptv.vic.gov.au/
http://ptv.vic.gov.au/


#2 Southbank and Arts Precinct
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Recommended reading 
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Stevens, Quentin. "The design of 
urban waterfronts: A critique of two 
Australian Southbanks." Town Planning 
Review 77.2 (2006): 173-203.

Yigitcanlar, Tan, Kevin O’
Connor, and Cara 

Westerman. "The making of 
knowledge cities: Melbourne’

s knowledge-based urban 
development experience." 

Cities 25.2 (2008): 63-72.



Reasons to visit 
Melbourne might not be the 
capital of Australia, but it sure 
is the cultural heart of 
Australia. Due to its many open 
air performances, exhibitions, 
theaters and Victorian College 
of the Arts, Melbourne has 
earned the right to be called 
the cultural heart.
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See and do 
● The Melbourne Exhibition Centre

● Eureka Tower

● The Crown Casino

● The National Gallery of Victoria

● The Arts Centre

● Hamer Hall

● Sidney Myer Music Bowl

31



Recent activities and events 

32

Click here to 
get your Arts 

Centre 
tourism 

brochure

http://www.thatsmelbourne.com.au/Documents/Strengths/ArtsCulture.pdf


Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre 

Right next to the Yarra River in the South Wharf 

stand two buildings. Together they form the 

Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre, or 

MCEC in short. Here are events being organised 

ranging from galas to motorshows.

The actual building itself is hard to miss. With its 

boldly skewed architecture and sharp entry 

awning it’s truly an eye catcher.

With its 30.000 square meters of floor space it is 

currently ranking as one of the largest convention 

centers in the southern hemisphere.  

Location
1 Convention Centre Place

South Wharf VIC 3006

Contact details
Phone: 9235 8000

enquiries@mcec.com.au

www.mcec.com.au

How to get there
Public Transport Victoria

33

http://www.mcec.com.au/
http://www.mcec.com.au/
http://ptv.vic.gov.au/
http://ptv.vic.gov.au/
http://ptv.vic.gov.au/
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Eureka 89
If you want to make your stay at Melbourne truly memorable 
you have no excuse not to stop by at the Eureka 89, situated at 
the top of the Eureka tower. This restaurant’s wall to floor 
windows offer a spectacular 360° view of the city from a height 
of 300 meters.

Stop by for a few cocktails, high standard breakfast or dinner.

Location
Level 89, Eureka Tower, 7 Riverside Quay

Southbank VIC 3006

Contact details
Phone: 9693 8889

events@eureka89.com.au

Opening hours

Tuesday - Saturday 6 pm - late

Reservations are essential and pre-payment is required. 

Bookings are available up to 4 weeks in advance and are 

subject to availability. 

Cuisine
International, Modern Australian, Degustation menu

35
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Crown Entertainment Complex
If it’s entertainment you’re looking for the Crown 
Entertainment complex is about as entertaining 
as it gets. 
Try your luck in the biggest casino on the 
southern hemisphere, the Crown Casino, follow a 
kitchen workshop in the restaurant, visit one of 
the many shows playing each night, from cabaret 
to dance, watch a movie in the cinema, or simply 
shop till you drop at one of the many stores 
located in the complex.
 
In short, something for everyone.

Location
8 Whiteman Street

Southbank VIC 3006

Contact details

Phone: 9292 8888

crownmelbourne.com.au

Opening hours
* Open 24 hours daily. Crown is closed from 4am until noon on 

Christmas Day, Good Friday and Anzac Day.

How to get there
Public Transport Victoria

37

http://crownmelbourne.com.au/
http://crownmelbourne.com.au/
http://ptv.vic.gov.au/
http://ptv.vic.gov.au/
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The National Gallery of Victoria

Are you a fan of modern art? Or maybe you prefer 
ancient art? Whatever your preference is at the 
National Gallery of Victoria (NGV) there’s something 
for everyone.

It’s ancient collection goes as far back as ancient 
Greece till the pre-Columbian period. Next to these 
collection there is also an emphasis on the indigenous 
cultures of the Pacific area.

As for the appeal to modern art lovers, this becomes 
apparent as soon as you walk through the doors. You’
re met with a grand form of architecture consisting of 
shard-like shapes combined with the warm appeal of 
the world’s largest stained glass ceiling.

Location
180 St Kilda Road

Melbourne VIC 3004

Contact details

Phone: 8620 2222

enquiries@ngv.vic.gov.au

Opening hours

Monday - Friday 10:00 - 17:00

* Closed Tuesdays, Christmas Day and Good Friday

How to get there

Public Transport Victoria

39

http://ptv.vic.gov.au/
http://ptv.vic.gov.au/
http://ptv.vic.gov.au/
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Arts Centre Melbourne
 

With its spiraling structure reaching over 160m the 
Arts Centre of Melbourne has a presence matching its 
predominant role in the performing arts sector.

The spire didn’t always reach the 160m. Mid-1990’s the 
spire was replaced for one that was 50m longer.

With a capacity of over 17.000 visitors at one given 
time it’s hard to ignore its importance on the fine arts 
sector which uses its facilities for performances.

 

We’re lucky that the full building is still intact, seeing 
as the spire almost burned to the ground on New Year’
s Eve 2012. Due to improper placement of fireworks on 
the spire it was ablaze for over 45 minutes. Thankfully 
all the damages afterwards turned out to be merely 
cosmetic.

Location
100 St Kilda Road

Melbourne VIC 3004

Contact details
Phone: 9281 8000

Mobile: 1300 182 183

artscentremelbourne.

com.au

How to get there
Public Transport 

Victoria

41

http://artscentremelbourne.com.au/
http://artscentremelbourne.com.au/
http://artscentremelbourne.com.au/
http://ptv.vic.gov.au/
http://ptv.vic.gov.au/
http://ptv.vic.gov.au/
http://ptv.vic.gov.au/
http://ptv.vic.gov.au/
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Hamer Hall
The Hamer hall is the 
place to be for classical 
music. 
The architecture 
together with the rain 
like lights in the main 
hall are sure to add to 
the joy of listening to 
the fine performers.

Location
100 St Kilda Road

Southbank VIC 3006

Contact details
Phone: 9281 8000

artscentremelbourne.com.au

How to get there
Public Transport Victoria
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http://artscentremelbourne.com.au/
http://artscentremelbourne.com.au/
http://facebook.com/artscentremelbourne?rf=149998635137609
http://ptv.vic.gov.au/
http://ptv.vic.gov.au/
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Sidney Myer Music Bowl
One of the biggest outdoor 

performance venues that you 

simply can’t miss when 

exploring this part of the city. 

Set in the Kings Domain 

Gardens - one of the most 

stunning sceneries in the city.

Administered by Arts Centre 

Melbourne, the Bowl is set in 

the Kings Domain Gardens and 

also hosts a free summertime 

concert series presented by the 

Melbourne Symphony 

Orchestra.

Location
Alexandra Avenue

Melbourne VIC 3004

Contact details
Phone: 9281 8000

www.theartscentre.

com.au

How to get there
Public Transport 

Victoria
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http://www.theartscentre.com.au/
http://www.theartscentre.com.au/
http://www.theartscentre.com.au/
http://www.theartscentre.com.au/
http://ptv.vic.gov.au/
http://ptv.vic.gov.au/
http://ptv.vic.gov.au/
http://ptv.vic.gov.au/
http://ptv.vic.gov.au/




#3 Docklands 



Recommended reading
Lovell, Peter. "Melbourne 
Docklands: workaday yet 
relentlessly romantic." 
(2009): 34.

Hadizadeh Esfahani, Azadeh. 
"Exploring people-centred 
development in Melbourne Docklands 
redevelopment: Beyond physical 
development and collaborative 
planning." (2013).



Why go there
Docklands is where 
Melbourne's creative potential 
comes alive. Twenty years ago, 
a grubby wasteland, Docklands 
is now Melbourne's newest 
suburb with the greatest 
potential. Public art, festivals, 
a stadium, new green areas 
and repurposed disused 
buildings such as docks, 
wharves, factories and 
warehouses; it's creativity in 
action, being developed as we 
speak.
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Things to
experience
● Public art: Apparatus for Transtemporal 

Occurrence of Impending Space, Fruitions 

and Raising the Rattler Pole – The Last of 

the Connies.

● Melbourne’s Festivals: there's always a 

festival going on in Melbourne, whether it's 

film, comedy, arts, music or design. 

International artists often top the bill, along 

with home-grown talent.

50



Public art highlights
Apparatus for Transtemporal Occurrence of Impending Space

● A 19th-century invention

● A machine that was recently restored after a period of 80 years

● Visitors and locals are prompted to consider the nature of time and 

how we understand what was, ponder what is and speculate on 

possible futures. 

How to get there: Public Transport Victoria

Fruition

● Located at the gateway to Royal Park (on the corner of Elliot Ave and 

Flemington Road)

● Its form reminds visitors and locals a pair of eggs or seed-pods

How to get there: Public Transport Victoria
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http://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/
http://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/
http://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/




Melbourne’s Festivals  

● Arts Festivals 
● Fashion and Design 

Festivals
● Music Festivals
● Festivals for kids 
● Film Festivals 
● Multicultural Festivals
● Spiritual Festivals

53

Click the 
festival you 

are interested 
in joining

http://www.thatsmelbourne.com.au/Whatson/Festivals/ArtsandCulture/Pages/ArtsandCulture.aspx
http://www.thatsmelbourne.com.au/Whatson/Festivals/ArtsandCulture/Pages/ArtsandCulture.aspx
http://www.thatsmelbourne.com.au/Whatson/Festivals/FashionandDesign/Pages/FashionandDesign.aspx
http://www.thatsmelbourne.com.au/Whatson/Festivals/FashionandDesign/Pages/FashionandDesign.aspx
http://www.thatsmelbourne.com.au/Whatson/Festivals/FashionandDesign/Pages/FashionandDesign.aspx
http://www.thatsmelbourne.com.au/Whatson/Festivals/FashionandDesign/Pages/FashionandDesign.aspx
http://www.thatsmelbourne.com.au/Whatson/Music/Festivals/Pages/MusicFestivals.aspx
http://www.thatsmelbourne.com.au/Whatson/Music/Festivals/Pages/MusicFestivals.aspx
http://www.thatsmelbourne.com.au/Whatson/FortheKids/Festivals/Pages/Festivals.aspx
http://www.thatsmelbourne.com.au/Whatson/FortheKids/Festivals/Pages/Festivals.aspx
http://www.thatsmelbourne.com.au/Whatson/Films/FilmFestivals/Pages/FilmFestivals.aspx
http://www.thatsmelbourne.com.au/Whatson/Films/FilmFestivals/Pages/FilmFestivals.aspx
http://www.thatsmelbourne.com.au/Pages/SearchResults2.aspx?q=Multicultural+Festivals
http://www.thatsmelbourne.com.au/Pages/SearchResults2.aspx?q=Multicultural+Festivals
http://www.thatsmelbourne.com.au/Whatson/Festivals/Spiritual/Pages/Spiritual.aspx
http://www.thatsmelbourne.com.au/Whatson/Festivals/Spiritual/Pages/Spiritual.aspx
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